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From the UFT TSA President

he TSA Committee has been
Tvery busy this semester with

members attending Academic
Board and Senatus Meetings,
holding TSA meetings and functions.
| would also like to thank all
members of the UFT TSA committee
for their hard work and initiatives on
behalf of all UFT students.

The year began with the core
committee attending the orientation
day to speak about the TSA to new students and leading a
tour to all the UFT colleges. Members of the TSA committee
also attended the UFT Commencement Lecture 2008 held

on Thursday 13 March. The speaker was Professor Richard
Heitzenrater, an eminent Wesleyan scholar from Duke
University, USA. His address was titled “Avoiding ‘Splendid
Ignorance’: Education in the Wesleyan Spirit”. The lecture
was excellent At the committees core group meeting in March
the TSA decided to purchase a BBQ and offer BBQ’s during
lunchtimes, for students in the courtyard of the CTM. The first
BBQ was held in early March on a Wednesday at lunchtime
between lectures. Over 50 attended. The purpose of the BBQ
was to promote a new initiative of the TSA — The TSA Student
Volunteer English Language Network. The TSA would like

to thank Alistair Macrae, Maureen Powles, Michael Fox and
Steve Colbert for their support and hospitality for this initiative.

The TSA Student Volunteer English Language Network is co-
ordinated by Maureen Powles. Currently there are 6 pairs of
tutors/students and Maureen and Michael Fox are available
in the Library of the CTM one day a week, offering assistance
to students. A useful tool for all students is Melbourne
Universities Language and Learning Unit’s website with its
many links: www.services.unimelb.edu.au/llsu/

| would like to thank all those involved with tutoring students.
Jin-Hyuk Park organised a luncheon on the 14th May 2008 for
International students which was attended by members of the
UFT TSA committee and over a dozen international students.
The International Students Group was formed and will
endeavour to meet once a week during semester time. Janet
Crawford’s time with us as Dean of UFT will end soon and she
will be returning home to New Zealand. At the recent Joint
UFT Worship | thanked on her behalf of all UFT Students and
presented her with flowers and presents. Janet has guided,
cared for and blessed each one us and we thank her for her
hard work and dedication on our behalf. We will miss her.

Tina Lyndon Ng, President of the UFT TSA
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From the President of the UFT

he task of any educational institution

includes welcoming members into its
community, and depends on farewelling
them in due course, having contributed to
their personal and vocational development.
The United Faculty of Theology is no
exception. We usually think of this as a
process focussed on students, but in the
middle of this year we are farewelling one
Dean and welcoming another.

The Revd Dr Janet Crawford came to

the UFT as acting Dean in 2006, and was reappointed as Dean
for a term that ends in the middle of this year, after which

she returns to her native New Zealand. Janet had taught for
some time previously at St John’s College, Auckland, and the
University of Auckland, and we have benefited greatly from her
decision to come and work with us in Melbourne for what was
originally thought of as a short-term appointment but which

has, thankfully, been extended to this point. Her commitment

to the ecumenical theological enterprise, to students and to the
administrative needs of the United Faculty have been exemplary.
Janet has been a great colleague and leader to the Faculty; we
wish her every blessing for rest, and undoubtedly for other kinds
of scholarly and ministerial activity in due course.

In July we will welcome Dr Peter Sherlock as Dean. Peter is
presently a Research Fellow in the School of Historical Studies at
the University of Melbourne, specializing in early modern history
but with interests and expertise of great “breadth and depth”,

to use the University’s own language. Peter has a great record
as a scholar, teacher and administrator and we look forward
very much to his contribution. Janet, and soon Peter, have great
support from Margaret Tropea and Johanna Aalbers in the office.
Margaret has recently undergone successful surgery and we
wish her well as she recuperates, and are grateful for Johanna’s
willingness to expand her involvement.

The processes that led both to Janet’s and Peter’s appointments
were led by Robert Gribben, my predecessor as President, for
whose leadership and guidance | am personally grateful, as |
know my Senatus colleagues are also. The presidency ‘rotates’
around the Colleges, who nominate one of their faculty members
to hold it, and it is Trinity’s turn. As well as being one of Trinity’s
theological lecturers, with particular interests in ancient
Christianity, | am Warden of Trinity College as a whole. | am
therefore not in the classroom as much as some of my colleagues,
but do enjoy enormously the opportunities | have to teach as
part of a team with such as Robert and with Andrew Hamilton.

| hope to see many other students at events such as our
ecumenical services as the year progresses.

Assoc. Prof. Andrew McGowan,
Warden, Trinity College, The University of Melbourne
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Interview with Dr Janet Crawford, Dean UFT

Janet Crawford became Acting- Dean of UFT in January 2006.
She was subsequently appointed as Dean. She is about to retire
and agreed to this interview

What have been some of the highlights during your time at UFT?
The Audit

It was an achievement organising the audit last year, with a very
successful result. The audit involved a lot of hard work for Margaret
and myself. The audit panel made a number of commendations and
affirmations of what UFT are doing as well as some recommendations
for future implementation. As a result of the audit the status of the UFT
as an RTI (Recognized Teaching Institution) of the MCD was confirmed.

Some of the affirmations were:

e The sustaining of an ecumenical ethos
The community of scholarship represented in the UFT faculty
The high quality of teaching, including the on-line program
The effective communication by the UFT Office

Moving Office

We moved our office from Queens College to the CTM building at the beginning of 2007.
Physically it was a big move, but the results have been worthwhile. It is good being situated next
to the CTM and the office is more accessible. On the other hand we have less space, but the
space is more convenient.

How much administration does your position as Dean involve?

As Dean of UFT a lot of my work involves administration. There is a yearly cycle where certain
things have to be done at certain times during the year, such as the handbook and the units being
organised and placed into it, students enrolled and their results organised. | also attend a lot of
meetings.

What have you valued most?
Contact with students.

I’ve met some very interesting people and appreciated how they have shared their stories
with me. It’s satisfying advising students about their studies and helping some students with
complicated situations achieve something worthwhile.

Margaret Tropea

| have really valued Margaret’s work and support. She is loyal and hardworking, has a great
knowledge of students and memory of developments and the history of UFT over the last 14 years.

Are there any disappointments?

| regret not being able to find or make time to continue with my research interests. I’'m looking
forward to doing that in the future, particularly finishing a book on: Women in the Melanesian
Mission and research on: Sarah Selwyn, the wife of the first (Anglican) Bishop of New Zealand. |
will enjoy returning to New Zealand, settling into my own home and retirement.

On behalf of the students of UFT | would like to thank Janet for her role as Dean of the UFT
in her hard work on our behalf and her guidance, care and concern for us.

Tina Lyndon Ng, President UFT TSA
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UFT TSA International Students Group

group for international students has been
formed.

It was launched at a luncheon on the 14th

of May 2008 where members of the TSA
committee welcomed about ten International
students.

It was a social gathering for international
students to come together and get to know
one another and discuss the needs and
concerns faced by students of different cultural
backgrounds studying at UFT.

Ardi Handojoseno SJ from Indonesia spoke
about his experience of being an international
student, while another international student
and Fa’alepo Tuisuga from Samoa suggested
having a room for international students to
provide a space to the international students
to be able to meet together informally and talk
together.

In order to follow up this suggestion and give it
a go during this semester, we booked a room
(Tutorial room 3) for three Wednesdays- May

28th and June 4th and 11th, from 1 to 2 p.m.

We invite all international students to drop in
and have a chat with other students.

You may have lunch together or study together
or just relax. Please feel free to come and use
the room. Based on this trial, we might develop
other ideas for the future.

If you have any suggestion
or comment on the
gathering of international
students, please let us
know.

We welcome your ideas
and are looking forward to
hearing from you.

Fa’alepo Tuisuga
(faalepo@hotmail.com)
and Jinhyuk Park
(jin-hyuk@jtc.edu.au)

are the coordinators of
the International Students
Group.

TSA English language assistance

There are forms on the TSA noticeboard for any second-language
students (international or local immigrant/refugee) who would like to
have language help from a native-speaker student, forms for those
who can offer this help, and some further information. Both people
benefit in a language pair — students from other cultures can provide
new perspectives and ideas, and the time spent together allows you
to get to know your fellow students and enjoy their company.

Maureen Powles

The Student Volunteer English language network
so far has six participating pairs. Native-speaker
students and students with English as a second
language spend an hour or so together each week
for conversation practice and the discussion of
essay construction and grammar problems arising
from written assignment work. Also, in the library
on Wednesday mornings and Thursday afternoons
casual help is available to anyone needing it from
Michael Fox (Wednesdays) and Maureen Powles (Thursdays).

2008 Students
be sure to support the

TSA

... the Theological Students Association, the
UFT'’s “student voice”, which

* organises student events and activities to
provide opportunities for social interaction

* represents and advocates on behalf of
students at the Senatus and Academic
Board

+ channels student issues and suggestions
to the UFT Dean and President

+ produces a regular TSA Newsletter

* helps provide extra student services and
generally further student interests

Support us by becoming involved, by
attending our meetings and functions, by
emailing us with your suggestions and
concerns and joining the Gazette sub-
committee. Involvement with the Gazette
is an opportunity to learn about writing
article and editing for a newsletter.

The TSA Gazette is produced by the Theological Students' Association of the UFT. The next edition will be produced during August 2008.

Contributions from UFT students and faculty are very welcome; please email tinalyndon@hotmail.com.
Printed by: FSG Design & Print, 1 Argent Place, Ringwood 3134. Tel (03) 9873 5144. www.fsg.com.au

TSA Gazette — May 2008

W



NAIDOC Week 6-13 July 2008:
‘Our Children Our Future’

NAIDOC celebrations are held around Australia in July to celebrate the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

(NAIDOC originally stood for ‘National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee’.
The acronym has become the name of the week itself.)

The week is celebrated not just in the Indigenous community, but also in increasing numbers
of government agencies, schools, local councils and workplaces, with major funding from the
Australian Government.

Taking part in NAIDOC Week is a great way to celebrate Indigenous culture and build bridges
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.

In 2007 John Wilcken SJ participated in one of the Melbourne events in NAIDOC Week and
describes it in these words:

“On 13th July, the Friday of NAIDOC Week, | took part in the march of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people, from the Aboriginal Health Service in Nicholson Street, Fitzroy, to Federation
Square, starting soon after 10am.

It was a cool, wintry morning, with a few spots of rain later on as the crowd was walking

down Swanston Street. Police were there in abundance, but simply to organise the traffic at
intersections and to oversee the progress - it was all a peaceful and happy event. There was a
spirit of joy, with many children as well as adults, an abundance of balloons (red, yellow and black,
of course), and flags - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander.

How many people took part? Hard to say, but certainly some hundreds. They were, of course,
almost all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, but a few supporters from the non-Aboriginal
population took part.

Some leaders with megaphones kept up a
couple of chants during the march: “Always The UFT Commencement

was, always will be, Aboriginal land.” And Lecture 2008
“What do we want? Land rights.”

. ) The UFT Commencement
Land certainly is a central issue for Lecture 2008 was held in

Indigenous people. the Wyselaskie Auditorium,

At Federation Square there were a few CTM, at 8.00pm on
short speeches (especially the welcome Thursday 13 March.
to the land by the Wurundijeri elder) and

then a dance by a group of Aboriginal men,
accompanied by some magnificent playing

The speaker was
Professor Richard

on the didjeridoo. Heitzenrater, an eminent

. . Wesleyan scholar from
At this stage | had to leave so missed later Duke University, USA. His address was titled
events. “Avoiding ‘Splendid Ignorance’: Education in
It was a joyful morning. May our Australian the Wesleyan Spirit.”

overnment and people have both the . .
\?vill and the effec’ﬁve Fr)neans to give to Professor Richard Heitzenrater was an

our Indigenous people the help they so inspiring speaker and | felt he challenged us all

greatly need; and may we all rejoice at the to be channels of grace.
richness of culture and life that they bring Tina Lyndon Ng
to our Australian society.”
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